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THZ SCHEDULED CASTES AND THE SCHEDULED TRIBES
(PREVENTION OF ATROCITIES) ACT, 1989

No. 33 OF 1989
[11% September, 1989)

BE &t enacted by Parfiament in the Fortieth Year of the Republic of India as
Follows :-
CHAPTER |
PRELIMINARY
Short title, 1. (1) This At may be called the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
extent and Tribes (Prevention of Afrocities) Act, 19589,
Commence-
ment. (2) It extends to theM\o!eofhﬁ:aexcepttheStateofJarmm&Kash-
mir.
{3)ItshaﬂcomeknofomeonSLx:hdateasﬂ1&Cen‘haleemmentmay.
by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.
Definitons. 2 (1) In this At unless the context otherwise requires -
3 (a) *atrocity” means an ciience punishable undar secion 3:

(b) “Code" rneanstheCodeofC:inﬂxaiProcedueJm(zoﬂQ?ﬂ;

(c) 'SdmedmedCast&sandeWedTri:eS':shaervehem
ngs assignedmmre_specﬁvetyuﬂerdause(m)anddmseaﬂof

(d) 'SpedalCmr:’meansaCmMQfSessionspedﬁedasaSpedal
Court in section 14:

(e) "Special Public Prosecutor” means a Public Prosecutor specified
as a Spedal Public Prosecutor of 2n advocate referred to in section 15;

(] wofdsandexpressionsunsedbutrﬂdeﬁl\uihmis}\dal'rdde—
fined in the Code or the Indian Penal e (45 of 1850) shall have the
mearingsassignedtoma'nrespecﬁvelyhmecwe.orasmecasenay
te. in the Indgan Penal Code. '

(2) AnyrefermhﬂisAdtnanymachnemoramprwisimherecf
shaﬂhreiaﬁmtoanareahvdi&mdlenachnanorsuchpmﬁmismh
fome.heconsh-uedasareferencetothempondhgbw, if any, in force n
that area.
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CHAFTER I
OFFENCES OF ATROCITIES

3-(1)msoever,m¢bemgamermemfasmeéme¢0as:eorasmedued

()  forces a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to
drink or eat any inedible or obnoxious substance;

(ii) acts with intent to cause injury, insult or annoyance to any member
of a Scheduled Caste, oran\eddedTn‘bebydmnping excreta, waste matter,

mmwmmmmmmhmmmm '

(=) htﬂymdoﬁmﬁunﬂ\epersmdanmmdawm
edCasteoran:edjedTrbeorpamdaﬁnnatedorwﬁPﬁ'tedfaceor
bodya'mitsanysinizadvdidﬂsderogatxybhnmdgir,

(v) mmmpigsuaﬁvmawlaxﬁommedby.ora&nedm.
Orncﬁﬁedbymrycznpe{auaMbbeahtedm.amemberdaniedjed
Caste or a Scheduled Tribe or Gets the land allotted to him transferred:

(v)  wrongfully dispossesses a member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled Tribe from his land or premises or interferes with the enjoyment of his
nights over any land, premises or water:

{vi) compels or entices a member of a Scheduled Caste or 3 Scheduled
Tnbetodo‘begaruoﬂ:efsimiarfomsofiomedorbaxdedhbarm&nn
anycormsoqservbehrpubﬁcpuposesnposedbyGoverm

(vi) ﬁrcesmiﬁridaaaﬂmberdanned.ﬂedCasteofanm

wTﬁemmmubmbammmbmham
cther than that provided by Lw:

(viE) mw,m«mﬂ«um«msga
proceedings against a mermber of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe

(ix) givesanyfalseorf:mloa.shfmmﬁontoanypmﬁcsermm
ﬂmbjwmmwcmmmmemmmmmmwu
amoyameofamemberofasmedmedCasteoranweduledTrﬂ:e;

(x) intentionally insutts or intimidates with intent to humndiate a member of
a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe in any place within public view:

{xi) assautsormfomeloanywrzanbebngingtoanMIed
CasteoranmeduedTﬁbewiﬁxﬂemto&slu\ouorumwehanM&dr

meanmiedTrbeaptssmmnmher
mbmwmmmmw

() mummmdwmmamoﬁa
source ordinarily used by members of the Scheduled Castes or a Scheduled
TrbessoasbmibssﬁkrﬂeﬂlposehrMiismeEed;
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(xiv) detiaamembefofan\edLﬁedCasteoranieddedTrbeany
wstmryﬁgmofpassagetoaplaceofptbﬁcresatuobshu:ssumwmer
soa«stoprevemhin&omushgahavhgamtoap!acedubﬁcrmtb

Mﬁd:omermenbersofpubﬁcoranysecﬁmﬂ\aedhavearigﬂhmeor
access to;

(xv) forces or causes a member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Sd\eduiedTnbemleavehisI'ane.vﬁ!ageuw\erplacecf
residence,

shalbepmﬁshableudminpdsavnemforatammmannmbelessmansix
months but which may extend to five years and with fine.

(2) Whoever, not being a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled
Tribe -

() gives or fabricates false evidence intending thereby to cause, or
knowng it to be likely that he will thereby cause, any member of a Scheduled
Castaoran»edmedTrﬂ)embemidedofanoﬁmwﬁdnisczpﬁbyﬁE
law for the time being in force shall be punished with imnrisonment for Bfe and
Mﬂwﬁne;andﬁanmmrbaofanweddedCasteaanmledTﬂ)e
mmmwwumhmdmmamm.
mmmmaﬁmmh&emwmmm
death;

(B)givesorfabri:atesfalseevﬁenoeiuend‘mgmaebybcmse.or
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, any member of 2 Scheduled
CastaoranweduiedTribetobecuwiieddanoﬁenceMﬁdﬁsmtcapﬁalbm
pmﬁshablemmhnpdsmmmemmatennofsevenyearsorupwams,mm
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six months
but which may extend to seven years or upwards and with fine:

(iir) conmaitsmisdﬁefbyﬁreoranyeXplosivesubstaneeiﬁenﬁngto
czuseorknmﬁngntobeﬁkerymathemnmerebymusedamagetoanypfopmy
belonging to a member of a Scheculed Caste or a Scheduled Tribe, shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than s&x months
but which may extend to seven years and with fine; ,

(v) camﬁtnis&iefbyﬁrea'ameprdvesbstzcei‘mxizgto
causemknowhgnmbe&elthewilmerebymdezﬁmofmy
b(ﬂdmgMﬁdﬂsuﬁnarﬂyusedasaplaceofworsﬁpaasapiaceﬁxhnm
dweﬂmgorasaplaceﬁxa:stodyofmepmpenybyamenberofasm
CasteoranweduedTrﬂae.slmlbepuismuewimimx‘samatfcrﬁeaﬁ
with fine;

(v) comritsanycﬁernewﬁa’melmﬁanPaialCode(drSdWSO)
pwﬁshablewiﬂwinuisumemfaammofmnyearsornmagaistapemmor
prope:ty on the ground that such person is a member of o Scheduled Caste or 2
Sdheﬂ;dedTnbeusudmpropedybelOﬂgSmanhmemtslnﬂbepw&hab&e
with imprisonment for [ife and with fine;

(v) knowingly or having reason to beleve that an offence has been
committed under this Chapter, causes any evidence of the commission of that
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offence to disappear with the intention of screening the offender from legal
punishment, or with that intantion gives any information respecting the offence
which he knows or believes to be false, shallbepurﬁshablewiﬂ-:lhepunishment
provided for that offence; or

(vir) behgapubﬁcservant;coqnﬂsanyoﬁecnemderﬁismshaﬂ
bepuﬁknblewﬂhimﬁsmiixatammm.mbehssﬂmmm
but which may extend to the punishment provided for that offenca.

4. Whoever, being a public servant but not being a member of a Scheduled
CastnoranmedmedTrn:e,wﬂfxﬂyneglectshisduﬁesreqdredmbe performed
by him under this Act, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which
shall not be less than six months but which may extend to one year.

5. Whoever, having already been convicted of an offence under this Chapter
is cunvicted for the second offence or any offence subsequent tothe second
offer.ce, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less
than one year but which may extend to the punishment pravided for that offence.

6. Subjedt to the other provisions of this Act, therprovisions  of section 34,
Chap'er |ll, Chapter [V, Chapter V, Chapter VA, Section 143 and Chapter XXIlI
ofd'telricﬁanpenaJCode{45d1m.shal,sofafasnaybe,appiy for the
m-
poses of this Act as they apply for the purposes of the Indizn Penal Code.

7. (1) Where a person has been convicted of any offence punishable under
this Chapter, the Special Court may, in addition to awarding any punishment, by
order in writing, dedlare that any property, movable or immovable or both, be-
longing to the person, which has been used for the commission of that offence,
shall stand forfeited to Government.

(2) Where any person is accused of any offence under this Chapter, it
shall be open to the Spedal Court trying him to pass an order that all or any of
the properties, movable or immovable or both, belonging to him, shall, during the
mofmmmm.mmmuMthmme
propefty so attached shall be Bzbie to forfeiture to the extent it is required for the
purpose of realisafion of any fine mposed under this Chapter.

a hapmsewﬁmformoﬁanceuwdaﬁs&apter.iiisprwedlm-

(a) the accused rendered any financial assistance to a person accusad
of, or reasonably suspected of commiting, an offence under this Chapter, the
Spedaleﬂsrmlprem.wﬂ&esﬂmemwisprwed,matwd\pefsmhad
abettad the offence: '

(b) a group of persons committed an offence under this Chapter and if it
is proved that the offence committed was a sequel to any existing dispute regard-
ing land or any other matter, it shall be presumed that the offence was committed
in furtherance of the commeon intention or in prosecution of the common object

R
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o 9. (U_NcavﬁmStancﬁnganyﬁhgm&zedMﬂwCodeorinanydherpm-
ytsmufthtsAct,heStateGovermmemmay.ifitc:onsides‘itnecessaryorexped-
ient soto do, -

{a) for the prevention of and for coping with ary cffence under this Act, or

(b) for any case or class or group of cases under this Act,

in any district or part thereof, confer, by notification in the Offidal Gazette, on any
officer of the State Government, the powers exercisable by a police officer under
the Code in such district or part thereof or, as the case may be, for such case or
dlass or group of cases, and in pardcular, the powers of amrest, investigation and
prosecution of persons before any Spedal Court

(2) Al officer of poce and afl other officers of Govemnment shall assist the
officer referred to in sub-section (1) in the execution of the provisions of this Act
or any rue, scheme or order made thereunder.

(3) The provisions cf the Code shall, so far as may be, apply to the
exeruse of the powers by an officer under sub-section (1).

CHAPTER Il
EXTERNMENT

10. (1) Where the Special Court is satisfied, upon a complaint, or a police re-
port that a person is Ekely to commit an offence under Chapter 1l of this Act in
any area induded in “Scheduled Areas’ or ‘tribal areas’, as referred to in arbde
244 of the Constitution, t may, by order n writing, direct such person to remove
himself beyond the limiis of such area, by such route*and within such fime as
may be spedfied in the order, and nat to retum to that asea from which he was
directed to remove himself for such penod, not exceeding two years, as may be
spechied in the order.

(2) The Specal Court shall, along with the order under sub-section (1)
communicate to the person directed under that sub-section the grounds on which
such order has been made.

(3) The Special Court may revoke or modify the order made under sub-
section (1), for the reasons to be recorded in writing, on the representation made
by the person against whom such order has been made or by any other person
on his behalf within thirty days from the date of the order.

11. (1) I a person to whom a direction has been isstyed under sechion 10 to
remaove himself from any area-

(a) fads to remove hansell s drecdied, or

{b) having so removed hamsetf enters such area within the period spedi-
fied n the order,

otherwise than with the permission in writing of the Spedal Court under sub-
secinn (2), the Special Court may cause him to be arvested and removed in
poicaamodymmgacewtsidealdlareaasme‘spedalCmMnayspedfy.
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(2) The Special Court may, by order in writing, permit any person in res-
pect of whom an order under secon 10 has been made, to retumn to the area
&unvdﬁmhewascﬁrededtoramovehh\setfformtenpomrypemdand
sutjedtosud]condﬁiaxsasmybespedﬁedhsudmwerandmayreqlﬁre
him to execute a bond with or without surety for the due observation of the
conditions imposed.

(3) The Spedial Court may at any time revoke any such permission.

(4) Any person who, with such permission, returns to the area from which
hewastﬁredzdhramwekﬁmeﬁshaﬂobsavemewmmposed,andat
the expiry of the temporary period for which he was pémitied to retumn, or on the
revecation of such permission before the expiry of such temporary period, shall
unexpared porfion specified under secion 10 without a fresh permission.

(5) if a person fails to cbserve any of the condiions imposed or to
remove himself accordingly or having so removed himself enters or retumns to
such area without fresh permission the Spedal Court may cause him to be
arresied and removed in pofice custody to such place outside such area as the
Special Court may spedfy.

12 (1) Every person against whom an order has been made under section
10 shall, if so required by the Spedal Court, allow his measurements and
photographs to be taken by a police officer.

(2) If any person referred to in sub-section (1), when required to aBow his
mezsurements or photographs o be taken resists or refuses to allow his taking
of such measurements or photographs, 2 shall be lawful to use all necessary
means to seaure the taking thereof.

{3) Resistance to or refusal to allow the taking of measurements or
photographs under sub-sechon (2) shal be deemed to be an offence under
secticn 186 of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860).

(4) Where an order under secton 10 is revoked, all measurements and

photographs (including negzfives) taken under sub-section (2) shafl be destroyed
or made over to the person against whom such order is made.

13. Any person contravening an order of the Spedal Court made under sec-
ton 10 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
one year and with fine.

CHAPTER V¥
SPECIAL COURTS

14. For the purpose of providing for speedy trial, the State Government shal
with the concurmence of the Chief Jusice of the High Court. by notiicafion in  the
Official Gazette, spedfy for each district a Court of Session to be a Special Court
to try the offences under this Act.
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15. For every Spedal Coust, the State Govenment shall, by notification in
the Ofical Gazette, specify a Pubbic Prosecutor or appoint an advocats who has
beenin pracice as an advocate ox not less than seven years, as a Specai
Pubbc Prosecutor for the purpoese of conduciing cases in that Court.

CHAPTER V
MISCELLANEGUS

15. The provisions of section 10A of the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955

(22 of 1955) shall, so far as may be, 2pply for the purposes of imposition and
realisation of collective fine and for all other matters connected therewith under
this Act.

17. (1) A District Magistrate or a Sub-divisional Magistrate or any other Exe-
cutive Magistrate or any pobce officer not below the rank of a Deputy Superinten-
tendent of Police may, on recefving nformabon and after such inquiry as he may
think necessary, has reason to beleve that a person or,a group of persons not
bekmgi'\gtoﬂteSdhediedCastnﬁofﬁ\eSdmjedTﬂ:es,rﬁiﬁ'ghuie-
queriting any ptace within the local Bmils of his prisdicbon is Ekely to commit an
an oifence or has threatened to commit anry offence under this Act and is of the
opirson that there is sufficent ground for proceeding, dectare such an area to be
an zrea prone to atrodties and tzke necessary achon for keeping the peace and
good behaviour and maintenance of public order and trenquility and may take
preventive action.

(2) The provisions of Chapters VI, X and XI of the Code shall, so far as
may be, apply for the purposes of sub-section (1).

{3) The State Govemnment may, by nofification in the Official Gazette,
maka one or more schemes specfying the manner in which the officers referred
to in sub-section (1) shall take appropriate acbon spedfied in such scheme or
schemes to prevent atrodfies and to restore the feeling of securily amongst the
members of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduded Tribes.

18. Nothing in section 438 of the Code shall apply in relation to any case
mvohing the amrest of any person on an accusabon of having commifted an
offence under this Act.

18. The provisions of section 360 of the Code and the provisions of the Prob-
ation of Offenders Act, 1558 (20 of 1958) shall not apply to any person above the

age cf eighteen years who is found guilty of having committed anoffence  under
this Act.
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Act to override 20. Save as otherwise provided in this Act, the provisions of this Act shall

other taws. haveeﬁedmtwﬂhstzmnganyﬂmgimsistemmerewﬂhcomamedhany
oﬂlerlawforﬂweﬁmebeinghforceoranywmmorungeoranyinstmment
having effect by virtue of any such taw.

Duty of Govern- 21. (1) Subject to such rules as the Central Government may make in this

ment to ensure behalf, the State Government shall take such measures as may be necessary

effectve imple- for the effective implementation of this Act.

mentation of

the Act. (2) In particutar, and withcut prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
provisions, such measwres may incude. -

() the provision for adequate faciliies, including legal 2id to the
persons subjected to atrocibes to enable them to avail themselves of
fustice:

() the provision for travelling and maintenance expenses to withess-
es, induding the vicims of atrocties, during investigation and trial of
offences under this Act;

(i) the provision for the economic and sodal rehabilitation of the
victims of the atrocities;

(v) the appointment of officers for inftiating or exerdising supervision
over prosecubons for the contravention of the provisions of this Act;

(v) the setting up of committees at such appropriate levels as the
State Government mzy think fit to assist that Government in formuiation
or implementaton of such measures;

(vi) provision for a penodic survey of the working of the provisions of
this Act with a view to suggesting measures for the better implementation
of the provision of this Act;

(vi) the identification of the areas where the members of the Schedul-
ed Castes and the Scheduled Tribes are likely to be subjected to atro-
cties and adoption of such measures so as to ensure safety for such
members.

(3) The Central Government shal take such steps as may be necessary
to c~ordinate the measures tzken by the State Governments under sub-section
(1)

(4) The Central Govemnment shal, every year, plaze on the tsble of each
House of Parkament a report on the measures taken by iself and by the State
Governments in pursuance of the provisions of this secion.

Protecoon of 2>, No suit, prosecubon or other legal proceedings shall be against the

acton aken  Central Government or against the State Government or any officer or authority

ngood fath  of Govermnment or any cther person for anything which s in good faith done or in-
tended to be done under this Act

L]
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Power to 23.(1)TheCenﬁajgovenmentmy.bynoﬁﬁwﬁmhmeOﬁcﬂGazzne.
make rules. make rules for carmying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after
it is made, before each House of Parfiament, while it is in session for a total
period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more
wm_mmmmmdmmmm
mmmammmmmmmmhmak-
ing any modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the nie should not be
make, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such medified form or be of no
effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any such modification or anmulment
mmmmmmmdmmmmm
rule.

V. S. RAMA DEV1,
Secy. o the Govt. of India.
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